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me, lie said the prince could not be publicly seen of two hours, and therefore advised me to defer the waiting upon him till the next day. This clay the lords that were
for conferring the crown immediately upon the prince__
fearing the contrary interest of making him only regent, or crowning him in right of his wife, might prevail—sent some instruments to stir up the Mobile, who came in a tumultuous manner with a petition, offering it both to the Lords and Commons, to this purpose: to crown both the Prince and Princess of Orange, to take speedy care of religion and property, and for the defence of Ireland. The Lords rejected it because it was not signed, and the Commons did the same, saying they would not be awed into their votes nor directed, for they ought to be free. The same day the King sent two letters, one to the Lords, the other to the Commons; but the person that brought them not being there present to testify that they came from the King, they were not read, but laid by, and the messenger was ordered to attend the Lords' House on Monday morning. I was then told by a Court lady that it was much wondered that my friend, the Marquis of Halifax, was so much for the King's having abdicated the government, when he knew he had not gone if he had not been frightened into it. She told me that his lordship had treated with the King to come again into business some weeks before the certainty of the prince's invasion was known; that she was the very person sent by him to the King, that the King met him in her House, and that they agreed upon terms—nay, that his lordship treated with some priests concerning his return to Court; that for this reason the King depended most on him, and named him one of the three lords to be sent to the Prince of Orange to treat for him ; that the marquis sent the King a private letter, after he had spoken to the prince, threatening some ill design against his person, which was the true reason of his Majesty's flight and of sending